
Bearsted Parish Council – Call for sites response 
 
 
The planning committee of Bearsted Parish Council has considered the ‘Call for 
Sites” put forward within the Parish as well as some additional sites put forward 
outside of the parish, which could adversely affect our residents. 
 
Our considerations and objections are detailed below. 
 
 
088 land south of Ashford Rd 
 
Objection: 
 
Loss of local landscape – the area adjoins and overlooks the Len Valley, an area 
of local landscape value and an important green corridor. 
 
Visually intrusive development – The development would have detrimental 
impact on views from the adjacent and much used public footpath. 
 
Inadequate access and egress onto A20- Access is severely restricted: it is  
single lane access onto an already busy and congested road. 
 
 
129 land to the rear of 164 Ashford Road 
 
Objection: 
 
Loss of local landscape – the area adjoins and overlooks the Len valley, which is 
an area of local landscape value. 
 
Loss of amenity – this area together with sites 088 and 135 form part of the one 
of the very last remaining areas of green space in Bearsted. The amenity value to 
its residents is highly significant as it provides a green corridor for residents 
between the south side of Bearsted, Madginford, Downswood and the north side 
of Bearsted. It is the last remaining section of countryside, which prevents urban 
sprawl of our villages all merging into one another. Development would threaten 
the character of this green open space. 
 
Visually intrusive development – the development of this area would have a 
significantly detrimental impact on the far -reaching views from the public 
footpath, which runs vertically to the side of this proposal. 
 
Inadequate access and egress – Access and egress to this site is severely 
restricted, being only single lane access. Furthermore, as both sides of this 
stretch of the A20 are frequently used for parking by users of the guide and scout 
huts, tennis club and bowls club at Church Landway, as well as by dog walkers. 
Sight-lines are routinely severely compromised. A very real safety hazard could 
be created 



 
 
135 land south of the Ashford Road 
 
Objection: 
 
Loss of local landscape- The area abuts to the Len Valley, which is an area of 
local landscape value 
 
Loss of woodland habitat- this area is a wildlife-rich woodland habitat, home to 
bats, birds and other wildlife, and forms an important green corridor. The 
woodland is also important in combating the air pollution from the A20. 
 
Visually Intrusive development - the development of this area would have a 
detrimental impact on the views from the public footpaths, which run  down to 
the Len Valley and along the River Lilk parallel to this site. 
 
Inadequate access and egress - Access and egress to this site is severely 
restricted, being only single lane. In addition, this stretch of the A20 is frequently 
used for parking by users of the guide and scout huts, tennis club and bowls club 
at Church Landway, as well as by dog walkers. Egress from this site would be 
hindered by obstructive sight lines. 
 
Flood Risk – this area directly abuts the river Lilk. 
 
 
240 Banky Meadow 
 
Objection: 
 
Environmental green corridor- this area forms an important wildlife corridor 
linking Meadow Bank with Mote Park and the North Downs AONB. 
 
Dangerous and restricted access and egress – Access onto Fauchons Lane 
from this site is restricted as Fauchons Lane is a private road, while access onto 
the A20 would be dangerous as well as traffic clogging at this already busy 
junction with Willington Street. 
 
Loss of amenity- The amenity value of this area is highly significant as it 
provides a green corridor for residents between Bearsted and Weavering, thus 
preventing urban sprawl. 
 
297 Bearsted Library 
 
Objection: 
 
Loss of local amenity- Bearsted library is an important local amenity easily 
accessible in its location on Bearsted Green and is an asset of community value. 
 



Conservation area- this site is within a conservation area. 
 
Legal restriction- There appears to be a pre-existing covenant on this site 
stipulating it can only be used for educational purposes. 
 
 
160 land at Thurnham 
 
Objection: 
 
Inadequate ingress and egress- Access to this site is single lane. 
 
Loss of amenity – this site forms an important local amenity contributing to the 
health and well being of residents.  
 
Visually intrusive development – against the backdrop of the North Downs 
AONB 
 
Traffic impact- Ware Street is already struggling to cope with the increased 
volume of traffic using this road as motorists seek cut-throughs (rat runs) to 
avoid the traffic-laden A roads. 
 
 
266 North of Ware Street opposite Averenches Road 
 
Objection: 
 
Traffic Impact-Without this further development and the 400+ traffic 
movements per day which would be associated with it, Ware Street as an 
undesignated road, is already struggling to cope with the increased volume of 
traffic using this road as motorists seek cut-throughs to avoid the traffic-laden A 
roads.  
 
Loss of woodland and amenity 
 
180 land west of Otham Street 
 
Objection: 
 
Inadequate access and road infrastructure- Otham Street is a single file lane 
with a series of blind bends often used by tractors, horse riders and cyclists and 
is therefore unsuitable for development of this scale 
 
181 land west of Otham Street 
 
Objection: 
 



Inadequate access and road infrastructure-  Otham Street is a single file lane 
with a series of blind bends often used by tractors, horse riders and cyclists and 
is therefore unsuitable for development of this scale. 
 
185 Otham Glebe 
 
Objection: 
 
Insufficient road infrastructure- Excessive development along the A274 
corridor without road infrastructure improvements and upgrades has led to an 
unacceptable level of traffic cutting through country lanes and residential areas 
in order to avoid lengthy queues on the major arterial roads. Further 
development along these lanes cannot be supported by the current road 
infrastructure. 
 
306 land south of Gore Court, Otham    
 
Objection: 
 
Insufficient road infrastructure- Excessive development along the A274 
corridor without road infrastructure improvements and upgrades has led to an 
unacceptable level of traffic cutting through country lanes and residential areas 
in order to avoid lengthy queues on the major arterial roads. Further 
development along these lanes cannot be supported by the current road 
infrastructure. 
 
 
176 Ashford Road/Old Mill Lane 
195 Waterside Park/Old Mill Road 
223 South of Ashford Road 
 
Objection: 
 
Visually intrusive development:  these sites together totalling approx 750 
homes as well as substantial commercial development will be visually intrusive 
against the backdrop of the North Downs AONB as well as being in close 
proximity to the entrance to Leeds Castle, one of the country’s most remarkable 
landmarks and a huge visitor attraction to Maidstone. 
 
 
232 West of Firs Lane 
 
Objection: 
 
Loss of amenity –This is an area of open countryside, which should be 
preserved to prevent urban sprawl and safeguard the countryside from 
encroachment. 
 



Unsustainable development- this area does not have the necessary 
infrastructure to ensure sustainability. 
 
290/291 The Lodge/Water Lane  
 
Objection: 
 
Visually Intrusive development- this site is visually intrusive against the 
backdrop of the North Downs AONB. 
 
Inadequate Infrastructure- both road and social infrastructure are inadequate, 
such that any development of this site would be unsustainable. 
 
 
279 Land at Langley Heath 
016 Plough Wents Road 
172 Land at Sutton Road 
174 Land South of Sutton Road 
231 Lested Farm 
016 Fir Tree Farm Plough Wents Road 
 
 
Inadequate road infrastructure- we would like to raise serious concerns about 
the number and the size of the sites put forward in the Leeds, Langley and 
Warmlake area.  There is insufficient highway capacity in this area to bear this 
level of development. Villages and communities are being blighted as motorists 
seek cut -throughs to avoid congestion on the main A roads. The gridlock on 
roads is leading to unacceptable levels of air quality.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


